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Celebrate Ten Years of Caring with BVMI 

 
September 5, 2019 - Hackensack, NJ – The Bergen Volunteer Medical Initiative (BVMI) is just 
days away from its 10th Anniversary Gala, but there is still time to join in the celebration. The 
event will be held on September 13, 2019, 6:30 – 10:00 p.m. at the Edgewood Country Club, 
449 Rivervale Road, River Vale.  Proceeds from this annual event enable BVMI to provide free 
primary medical care to Bergen County adults who work, but cannot afford health insurance.  
 
This 10th Anniversary gala is also an opportunity to recognize the people and organizations that 
played a major role in helping build and sustain BVMI over our first 10 years.  Horizon Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of NJ will be honored with the “Corporate Sustainer” award.  The five area 
hospitals (Bergen New Bridge Medical Center, Englewood Health, Hackensack University 
Medical Center, Holy Name Medical Center, and Valley Health System) will be presented the 
Healthcare Partner award.  Michael R. Armellino and Lynn Diamond will each be awarded the 
Founders Award while the Visionary Award will be given to the “gang of five” that helped create 
BVMI – Janet Finke; Earl Wheaton, MD; Charles Kordula, MD; David Roth, MD; and Sam Cassell, 
MD (in memoriam) 
 
The evening begins with a cocktail reception from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m., followed by dinner and 
program at 8:00. The evening includes live entertainment, a silent and live auction, and a 
signature cocktail sure to make the night festive. This year’s auction provides the chance to 
walk away with items such as: 
 

 An exclusive tour at Kleinfeld’s “Say Yes to the Dress”, a two-night stay at the beautiful 
South Street Seaport Marriott, a $125 gift card to the Zero Otto Novo Italian Eatery and 
a unique walking tour of historic Wall Street by Korbitz Tours. 

 Two tickets to see Tony Award winning Ali Stroker in Oklahoma, with back stage access 
after the show, a two-night weekend stay at the Cambia Hotel and Suites and a $100 gift 
card to Broadway’s famous Lillie’s Victorian Establishment. 

 VIP all the way with four tickets to the Giants vs. Vikings game on 9/21/19 with VIP 
parking passes, VIP on-field experience before the game – see your favorite players up 
close and personal; a cooler for tailgating and a signed Saquon football. 

 One week stay at a luxurious vacation home in Long Beach Island, close to the beach 
featuring all of the best amenities a beach house in Beach Haven can offer. 

 
BVMI President / CEO commented: “This is a milestone year for BVMI, as we celebrate 10 years 
of providing free healthcare to our needy neighbors. The event allows us to thank those who 
helped us get here, and to ensure that Dr. Sam Cassell’s visions lives on.”  



 
BVMI’s 10th Anniversary Gala is sponsored by Hackensack Meridian Health Hackensack 
University Medical Center, Englewood Health, Holy Name Medical Center, Horizon Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of NJ, Inserra Supermarkets, Valley Health System, Adler Aphasia Center / Myron 
Corporation, ADP, BD, M&T Bank, Quest Diagnostics, and Stryker. 
 
For more information, visit www.bvmigala.org. Tickets are $250 and may be purchased on the 
website (bvmigala.org) or by contacting Barbara Trayer-Loscalzo, Special Events Manager at 
201-518-8492, barbara@bvmi.net.  
 
About Bergen Volunteer Medical Initiative  
BVMI provides free primary care to low-income Bergen County adults who work but cannot 
afford insurance. BVMI is guided by the "Culture of Caring" and believes that how people are 
treated is as important as the care they receive. With the help and expertise of more than 65 
volunteer physicians, nurse practitioners, registered nurses, and other healthcare professionals, 
BVMI treated nearly 1,400 patients in more than 7,800 medical visits in 2018. 
 
BVMI does not receive payment from patients, reimbursement from insurance companies or 
government funding. The organization relies on contributions from individuals, businesses, 
community groups and foundations. BVMI Healthcare Center, a state-licensed ambulatory care 
facility, is located at 75 Essex Street, Suite 100, Hackensack, NJ; 201-342-2478, www.bvmi.org.  

 
# # # 

 


